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Innocents jailed on parade evidence 


MISTAKEN 
IDENTITY 


“Once a supect has been identified, even in un- 
satisfactory circumstances and even though he 
has an alibi which is not broken, it is virtually 
impossible... for him to avoid conviction unless 
another person comes forward and establishes that 
he is the criminal.” 


This is the most important conclusion of the 
National Council for Civil Liberties in a memor- 
andum on identification parades and procedures 
issued this week. It is given extra force by a 
collection of 15 recent cases (including that of 
PC Luckhurst exposed by Peace News last July) 
in which the accused were either convicted 
though innocent or in which there is reason to 
suspect that this may have happened. 


These include five cases referred to in the House 

of Commons recently in which mistaken identifi- 

cations were only reversed by the real offender 

coming forward. But the memorandum points out: 
“There was no reference to the more numerous 
cases which must exist where the wrong man 
has been identified and convicted but the 
offender has not come forward. It is with these 
cases—where there are grounds, but not legal 
proof, for believing that the wrong man has 
been identified—that NCCL is particularly 
concerned.” 


Cases summarised include those of: BERNARD 
BEATTY, convicted on March 4 1966 at the Old 
Bailey for murder and sentenced to 15 years 
(unsuccesful appeal). The only evidence against 
him was one witness, Miss Greenaway, who iden- 
tified him as having taken part in a robbery as a 
result of which a man died. The identification 


parade lasted 35 minutes (very much longer than 
most such parades) and when it ended, according 
to Police Sergeant Johnson, she said: “I am not 
sure, it may be one of two of them.” Earlier 
Beatty had not been identified by any of 15 wit- 
nesses in a parade. 


RICHARD JOHN HUDSON, convicted with co- 
defendant of robbery with violence on June 12 
1967 (appeal dismissed) and sentenced to eight. 
years. His alibi witnesses were never discredited, 
there was no proof that the two defendants knew 
each other, and he had virtually a clean record. 
The only evidence against him was of Mr J. N. 
Blackburn—who had said after the robbery that 
he doubted if he could recognise the robber and 
only identified him when he saw him in the dock 
—and of a Mrs Waddell. 


Mrs Waddell had at an earlier identification 
parade picked out a man who was not a suspect 
and had no connection with the robbery: she 
picked out the defendant after considerable hesi- 
tation and (according to the police officer in 
charge) used the words: ‘‘Could be this one” 
Comments the NCCL: 


“The identification was extraordinarily un- 
satisfactory. . . . The well-grounded and con- 
ducted appeal supports the view that appeals 
are hopeless unless an alternative offender 
comes forward.” 
ROY BARNET, convicted at Birmingham in 1966 
of wounding a youth and sentenced to two and a 
half years: appeal rejected. He claimed to have 
been in a taxi at the time (alibi supported by taxi 
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NowaMinistry 
evicts 
travellers 


Twenty-eight families of travellers are due to be 
evicted from a site in Hornchurch next Tuesday, 
April 30. Well oyer 100 people of all ages will be 
involved, including young children attending local 
schools. 


The families have lived in the area for genera- 
tions and have been at the Hornchurch site for 
three years. They have said they will resist. 
Those responsible for evicting them have made 
no provision for providing an alternative site, 
though the site being cleared is not needed for 
any other purpose at present. 


So far it’s a familiar story—the kind of episode 
that the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has criticised strongly if ineffectually. 
‘*Moving people off one unauthorised site and 
leaving them to find another is no solution and 
no answer to the human and social problems in- 
volved. These can only be resolved by the pro- 
vision of proper sites in which the caravan 
families can settle down under decent conditions 
and in reasonable security.” That is how the 
Ministry put it in Circular No 6/62. 


But this time it is not the local council who are 
turning the travellers off but the Government’s 
own Ministry of Defence. The travellers have been 
living on the derelict Hornchurch airfield. Two 
reasons for the eviction are that the Ministry of 
Defence wishes to sell the site with vacant pos- 
session: and there have been complaints by some 
pec residents about such things as “straying 
cattle ” 


Actually the complaints refer to one calf. So far 
as Peace News is aware, there have never been 
any instances of housedwellers being evicted from 
their homes as a result of complaints by travellers. 


The local authority concerned, Havering Council, 
has been looking for a temporary site for the last 
18 months or so. In principle it is also in favour 
of establishing a permanent site. On Wednesday 
the Council was to consider a number of possible 
sites and it is probable that, by the time the 
Ministry of Defence notice falls due, there will be 
somewhere for the travellers to go. 


Not that this is any thanks to the Ministry of 
Defence—in fact it is only because of pressure 
from the Ministry of Housing that the travellers 
were not evicted long ago. What will happen if 
no site has been found—or if the site is not 
regarded as suitable by the travellers, who are the 
only real experts on the matter—is anyone’s 
guess. 


“ The problem of getting them off is purely up to 
the Ministry,” said a Havering Council spokesman 
this week. The Council itself has no plans to take 


part in a physical eviction. One reason could be 
that Havering Council workmen have in the past 
refused to take part in this kind of operation. It 
has been suggested that an eviction might be used 
as a military exercise. There seems to be no 
reason why the Ministry of Defence should not 
have made the notice to the travellers conditional 
on Havering Council providing a suitable alterna- 
tive site. 


However, at present it looks as if things will go 
off smoothly. The Council seems to have a reason- 
ably humane attitude, at least compared 
with many others—for example, it has provided 
minimal facilities (running water and WCs) for 
the airfield site during the last few months in 
return for a small rent which has been regularly 
paid by the traveller families. The fact that the 
families have roots in the neighbourhood has 
made things easier. 
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Non-violent revolution 


It is probably not an accident that the 
most sensible commentary on the 
British situation printed in your letter 
page in recent weeks emanates from 
Tanzania (Bill Sutherland, April 19). 
It’s easier to take a clear look at one’s 
culture from outside, and the view 
from an ex-colony must be particu- 
larly illuminating. Here in Britain it 
is difficult to realise that our comfort- 
able way of life (including our “ civil 
liberties”) represents a very thin 
crust of privilege over a morass of 
misery, and that this has been created 
by our own past and present exploita- 
tion of the “ undeveloped ” world. 


Naturally we want to go on enjoying 

the fruits of this evil and now putre- 

fying economic system; so we tend to 

shrink from actions which would 

undermine it or our personal way of 
e. 


I agree with Bill Sutherland that ‘no 
dialogue [is] possible at the verbal 
level with the demonstrators of Gros- 
venor Square.” I believe now that the 
non-violent people should have been 
with them in action. Where I was in 
the Square garden only a few people 
were violent, and they were well 
behind the front line. You can’t do 
much harm when your arms are 
linked with fellow demonstrators, 
nor can you easily defend yourself. 
As long as we stood firm with arms 
linked the police did not hurt us. The 
mounted police threatened to charge, 
but stopped dead a few feet away 
when they saw that we did not intend 
to move. Instead foot police came and 
pushed, in quite a friendly manner— 
it was like a football scrum but not so 
dangerous. 


[ believe the main cause of violence 
in Grosvenor Square was fear: in the 
police when things were thrown over 
the heads of the front ranks at them 
or their horses; in the demonstrators 


when they panicked and broke their 
ranks. if quite a small contingent of 
non-violent people had been spread 
over the Square, people resolved not 
to hurt but not afraid of being hurt 
themselves, I think the demonstration 
could have been turned into a useful 
act of civil disobedience. 


Was it so important that the official 
purpose of the exercise (solidarity 
with the NLF) was politically or 
doctrinally incorrect? Our presence 
would not have committed us to sup- 
porting the official line, and could 
well have altered it. 


I don’t think the rising tide of non- 
pacifist revolution is due to failure of 
the peace movement. Revolution is 
neither violent nor non-violent in 
itself; it is an elemental force—a 
carrier wave on which an intelligent 
pattern needs to be imposed. But it 
can’t be held back or dissipated; if we 
stand aside it will roll on without us, 
and the patterns imposed on it will be 
those of people seeking power for 
themselves. 


The foregoing observations, about the 
relative non-violence of the police on 
March 17, do not of course apply to a 
later stage when the status quo will 
be seriously threatened: just as it did 
not during the hungry thirties—then 
the mounted police would have come 
on and broken our heads with their 
batons. Thanks to the pioneering work 
of a few people—members of Direct 
Action and Committee of 100—we 
have a unique opportunity at the 
present stage of making a revolution 
with a minimum of violence; but as 
the crisis deepens, at home and 
abroad, this favourable situation (for 
us) will progressively deteriorate in 
favour of the people seeking to win 
power or to maintain what they 
already have. 

Anne Vogel, 

14 The\Crescent, 

London N11. 
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Futilities 
I understand a little how Charles 


Carter feels (‘‘ Pacifist Futility”, 
Peace News, April 12) but I rather 
think he places the blame in the 
wrong quarter. For instance, to get 
anywhere at all, the peace movement 
in this country needs the man-in-the- 
street much more on its side, as Mr 
Carter seems to be saying, but the- 
man-in-the-street is no fool, even if he 
sometimes talks like one, and he just 
isn’t going to bother with us on our 
showing of the last few years. That is, 
while so many of us go around chant- 
ing quite stupid slogans, baiting the 
police, insulting any stray passer-by 
who happens to upset us—all of which 
has been obvious to anyone with eyes, 
long before March 17, and all of which 
has nothing to do with peace, and we 
aren’t going to kid many that it is. 


The Charles Carters of this world 
really seem to forget all this when 
they hold their little inquests and 
while it is certainly time to revise 
attitudes and policies, it is perhaps 
our own personal ones that should be 
overhauled first. Otherwise we can go 
take on all the devils of the world if 
we like—and it won’t make a scrap 
of difference. 

Lionel Kenneth Watson, 

260 London Road, 

Isleworth, Middlesex. 


As a Pacifist I would like to take issue 
with your correspondent Charles 
Carter (Peace News, April 12) who 
favours the policy of meeting violence 
with violence. Perhaps Mr Carter 
might explain. What did March 17 in 
London achieve? Apart of course 
from alienating the sympathies that 
many uncommitted British citizens 
may have had for the peace move- 
ment. Would he call it a success? 


Nine years of hard work and effort 
was nearly destroyed on that mis- 
managed, badly organised experiment 
in futility. 

D. F. Rogan, 

158 Cemetery Road, 

Doncaster, Yorks. 


Unfair to MPs? 


The letter from Laurens Otter pub- 
lished in your edition of April 5 on 
the appeal by forty-five Labour MPs 
to people active in the Labour move- 
ment to join the Aldermaston March 
is so palpably unreasonable and un- 
fair that I do not intend to waste your 
space by replying in detail. 

All I will say is that those who are 
prepared to believe that left Labour 
MPs have not resisted Government 
policy on any of the issues listed are 
either abysmally ignorant or actively 
concerned to distort the truth for 
their own purposes. 

Stan Newens MP, Ee 

House of Commons, 

London SWI. 


I believe Laurens Otter is mistaken in 
ascribing the weakness of the left in 
the Labour Party to their advocating 
“state capitalism”. On the contrary, 
the left in the Labour Party acts as 
a basis on which the right acts by 
being a minority which the right can 
treat good-humouredly, tolerantly and 
finally come to a better, more un- 
biased view than theirs and get on 
with the job of pursuing their right- 
wing policies. It is not what the left 
in the Labour Party advocates which 
is at fault but the position from which 
they advocate it. 

Sam Brewster, 

24 Station Road, 

Tadcaster, Yorks. 


Free school 

I live among the trees and cannot see 
the forest. Kilquhanity is home to me. 
Irene Rooum’s article “ Pay Schools ” 


(Peace News, April 5) devoted thirty- 
five lines to Kilquhanity House School 
and I take umbrage at all but lines 
five to eight inclusive. The rest of her 
statements were specious, misleading, 
patronising, opinionated, prejudicial 
and cliché-ridden. 

Whether or not she ‘‘ heard of” the 
school before the programme and 
disregarding the enormous number of 
ex-pupils of Kilquhanity in her circle, 
this is of little validity in that she was 
purporting to review the filmed pre- 
sentation by the BBC. She did not. 
The axes she ground were blunted 
somewhere between “rich lunatic 
fringe” and “. . . freedom, that much 
maligned word”. 


Meanwhile, back in the forest... the 
trees are alive. The camera witnessed 
the involvement, activity and partici- 
pation of a community concerned with 
itself. Too busy enjoying life to stick 
labels (malajusted, deprived, normal) 
on to the kids balancing the see-saw. 
If being happy and loved will not 
equip the normal child for life after 
school, what will? 

Arlene Shale, 

Kilquhanity House School, 

Castle Douglas, 

Scotland. 


Dark aura 


I was not surprised to read in John 
Ball’s Column (April 12) that after 
reading Peace News someone had to 
see a psychiatrist. I would not be sur- 
prised if I heard somebody had com- 
mitted suicide after reading it. Not 
so open myself, I never read it before 
going to bed—not without going to 
gaze at the stars and reflecting that 
the troubles of this miserable planet 
are insignificant compared with 
glories seen and unseen. 


Such a concentration of fear, anger, 
frustration, and despair, defeats its 
own object. Comments are uniformly 
adverse, and the paper has never 
made a convert of anyone I have 
handed it to in thirty years. 


Latterly, with so much space given to 
psychotic art and _ poetry, porno- 
graphy, obscenity, abnormal and im- 
mature sexuality, drug addiction, 
chemically induced psychism, and (Oh 
no!) the advocates of violence, the 
aura of Peace News has become even 
darker. The only course open in 
accord with the interests of pacifism 
and the procedure of white magic is 
to burn it, being most careful when 
disposing of the ashes. 

E. R. Armstrong, 

Beech Tree Cottage, 

Back Lane, Riverhead, 

Sevenoaks, Kent. 


We asked John Ball for his opinion, 
and he replied that he thought Mr 
Armstrong had defined Peace News’s 
function pretty exactly. He added 
that as a Capricorn himself, he’d 
always felt a sneaking sympathy for 
the Scapegoat of the Old Testament, 
and confessed to a wonderment that, 
along with such niceties as the staff 
list and subscription rates, we didn’t 
print a brief Order of Service for the 
pod of ritual Mr Armstrong mentions 
—Eds. 


St Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
educaction on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now belng 
considered for next year. 


Tony Lynes 


Poverty and politics 


The following is the text of a talk 
given on April 5 by Teny Lynes, 
Secretary of Child Poverty Action 
Group, at the Annual Meeting of 
the Family Welfare Association of 
Manchester and Salford. 


The outstanding fact about poverty in 
Britain in 1968 is that the poor are 
getting poorer—and this not only as 
a consequence of rising prices follow- 
ing devaluation but also through the 
deliberate actions of the Government. 


The effects of recent Government 
measures on the low-paid worker and 
his family have been almost wholly 
adverse. His national insurance and 
health stamp has gone up twice in six 
months by a total of 3s per week. His 
children are to lose the vital protec- 
tion of free milk in secondary schools. 
Part of the 7s extra family allowance, 
promised nearly a year ago but only 
now coming into payment, will 
promptly be taken back in income 
tax. He will have to pay more for 
welfare milk, school meals, and 
dental treatment, unless he can show 
that his income is below subsistence 
level (and even if it is, he will not 
necessarily claim the exemption to 
which he is entitled). Finally, if he or 
his wife is sick they will have to pay 
the new 2s 6d prescription charge. 


All those changes have been 
announced since devaluation, despite 
the Prime Minister's much-quoted 
pledge that “those liable to be 
hardest hit” would be protected. The 
only measure in the entire post- 
devaluation package which will bring 
any real benefit to the low-paid 
worker and his family is the 3s in- 
crease in family allowances next 
October. The Minister of Social 
Security deserves some credit for 
rescuing even this much from the 
wreckage of the Government’s plans 
and promises. But quite apart from 
its obvious inadequacy, it is shameful 
that the only way the Government 
could find of paying for the extra 3s 
was by depriving the sick and the 
unemployed of their first three days’ 
benefits. 


There are, I suggest, a number of 
vital lessons to be learned from these 
events. To take the last point first: 
what hope can there be of reducing 
the inequalities of income, wealth, 
and opportunity in our society so long 


as Government spending is compart- 
mentalised in this way? Of course, 
when cuts have to be made it is 
reasonable that each Minister should 
be prepared to see some of his plans 
reduced or deferred. But there is a 
very strong case for excluding social 
security from the package of cuts. 


When expenditure on health and wel- 
fare services is reduced, or expansion 
in these fields is delayed, the need for 
adequate social security becomes ail 
the greater. This would be true even 
if the poor were expected to bear the 
same proportionate cut in _ living 
standards as the better-off. When a 
specific pledge has been given to 
them, the case is even stronger. If the 
Prime Minister seriously thought that 
his pledge could be honoured without 
additional expenditure, his ignorance 
of economics must be even more 
extreme than that of his matchstick- 
manipulating predecessor. 


I am not arguing merely that social 
benefits must go up at least as fast as 
prices—and, in the case of family 
allowances, considerably faster—if 
the precarious living standards of 
poor families are to be protected. 
Just as important is the volume of 
resources devoted to providing social 
security and similar services. 


Let me give just one example. The 
local offices of the Supplementary 
Benefits Commission have carried for 
many months a burden of work which, 
in many areas, is totally inconsistent 
with the provision of a service that is 
either efficient or humane. Mothers 
with young children often have to 
wait for three or four hours in 
draughty and uncomfortable offices. 
In a large proportion of cases, when 
the Supplementary Benefit paid to a 
family is checked by an outside body, 
errors are found. Even if the benefit 
is correctly calculated, the family has 
seldom been informed of all the 
fringe benefits (rate rebate, free 
school meals, and so forth) to which 
they are entitled, and often such 
information as is given is inaccurate. 


Yet it is these same offices which are 
now expected, without any additional 
staff, to administer the system of 
exemption or refund of prescription 
charges for low-income families. I 
have no hesitation in predicting a 
marked deterioration in the service 
provided. Once again, the fallacy lies 
in the assumption that, at a time when 


other Ministries are economising in 
staff, the Ministry of Social Security 
must do likewise. I would argue pre- 
cisely the contrary: that when the 
most vulnerable sections of the com- 
munity are threatened by cuts in 
public services of all kinds, this is 
precisely the time when more rather 
than less should be spent on the one 
service whose specific function is to 
protect the poor. 


The second conclusion I would draw 
from recent events is that what the 
poor essentially lack is power. I hap- 

en to believe that Mr Wilson and his 

inisters are humane men who care 
a great deal about the problems of 
poverty and inequality. Their tragedy 
—it is not too strong a word—is that 
their api to impose their will on 
events has been severely limited ever 
since they first took office. They have 
been swayed by pressures from many 
directions—Washington, Zurich, Paris, 
the Treasury knights, and the City 
barons. Among these pressures, the 
poor have counted for little. 


The Child Poverty Action Group can 
claim limited success in pressing for 
higher family allowances, better pub- 
licity for other benefits, and reform of 
the notorious “wage stop” rule. But 
we have been an isolated voice, plead- 
ing the cause of the poor and under- 
privileged against an overwhelming 
chorus of demands for cuts in social 
spending. But for us, the poor might 
well be poorer still. The aims we set 
ourselves three years ago, however, 
seem as distant as ever. 


What is needed—needed urgently—is 
a coalition of those who care about 
the abolition of poverty—trade 
unionists, social workers, politicians 
both local and national and, above all, 
the poor themselves. The poor must 
become a political force. They have a 
number of weapons to hand—direct 
political pressure on Whitehall and 
on local authorities: systematic use of 
appeal tribunals: exploitation of the 
mass media: parliamentary pressure 
through sympathetic MPs: and the 
fullest use of a wide variety of institu- 
tions, ranging from the Ombudsman 
to the Prices and Incomes Board. 


How is such a “poverty coalition ” to 
be formed? I do not want to offer.a 
blueprint this afternoon, but I would 
like to mention a few hopeful recent 
developments. 
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(1) When Mr Michael Stewart called 
a conference on the social services 
last December, four national organisa- 
tions with a claim to first-hand know- 
ledge of the consumer’s point of view 
sent a long and reasoned protest 
against their exclusion. One of the 
four organisations was “Shelter ”— 
not a political body in any sense but 
a charity with a political awareness 
which charities have seldom displayed 
in the past. 


(2) Three weeks ago, a deputation 
representing 17 organisations was 
received by the Ministers of Health 
and Social Security to discuss the 
proposed prescription charge ae 
tions. The 17 bodies included not only 
pressure groups like the Disablement 
Income Group, the Association for 
Improvements in the Maternity Ser- 
vices, and the Child Poverty Action 
Group, but also such dignified profes- 
sional bodies as the Health Visitors 
Association and the Institute of 
Medical Social Workers. To describe 
this deputation as a breakthrough in 
cooperative political action would be 
an understatement. 


(3) There has been nothing in this 
country to compare with the growth 
in America of a mass movement of 
public assistance recipients—a kind 
of trade union of the poor, organised 
to demand their rights under existing 
legislation and to press for major re- 
forms in the system. Recently, how- 
ever, a move in this direction occurred 
with the formation of an organisation 
of unmarried mothers called 
“Mothers in Action”. And of course 
the disabled bave their own very 
effective pressure group, the Disable- 
ment Income Group. These organisa- 
tions are surely only the beginning of 
an exciting new development in 
which pressure groups for the poor 
will increasingly be superseded by 
organisations of the poor. - 


Perhaps I am over-optimistic in be- 
lieving that these straws in the wind 
could portend the creation of a new 
political force, shifting significantly 
the balance of forces by which the 
Government’s actions are determined. 
What ‘seems to me quite certain is 
that, without the formation of a coali- 
tion of the kind I have outlined, 
there can be little hope of'any major 
shift, of. resources:from,the haves to 
the have-nots in our society. 
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EDITORIAL 


Enoch Powell's 


Enoch Powell is pretty dishonest: one 
has the impression that he is trying 
to make himself more stupid than he 
really is. Not only does he talk like 
an irrational man but he also exag- 
gerates, distorts, and lies—not so 
irrationally, for here he knows what 
he’s doing—about the real situation 
vis-a-vis immigrants and race rela- 
tions in this country. Instead of 
coming across with reasonable and 
responsible problem-solving, simple 
indignation at injustice, or plain com- 
passion—wnich are the prime efforts 
we need in order to cope with and 
eliminate racism in this country—he 
shoots off his mouth with special 
pleading, toying with violence and 
sexual fantasies, and indulging in 
fiery apocalypse—all of it done, we 
ean hazard, with a bad conscience 
because he knows that he should 
know better and that he should set 
some better example than this. 


Unfortunately his own idiosyncratic 
brand of hell-fire and high-water is 
bound to strike responsive chords in 
the minds and hearts of many people 
in this country. Our modern society 
is dangerously deranged: because of 
the resentful spite they have for it, 
many ordinarily decent people will 
quickly side with men like Powell, and 
we can expect this sort of ‘ plain- 
man’s” Fascism to have good running 
in the next few months. Maybe it is 
this foreknowledge that makes immi- 
grants sick-at-heart and ready to flirt 
with notions of violence. Yet it is the 
deranged society that has to be 
changed wholesale and not the per- 
sonal style of Powell and his sup- 
porters. 


Vacuum 


No amount of sentiment, good-will, 
public relations, or friendly words and 
images will serve on its own to stem 
the growing tide of racism in Britain 
today. The fundamental issue is one 
of rank, crass, deeply-rooted injustice. 
And the only thing that can right the 
wrong is justice in every sphere, in 
every level of society, in public and 
private affairs, in every possible 
branch of social, political, economic, 
and personal life. As the Romans 
would have said, if we can ape Mr 
Powell’s habit of quoting Virgil: Fiat 
justitia caelum ruat—Let justice be 
done though the Heavens fall! It is 
an objective matter of righting actual 
wrongs, paying definite debts, restor- 
ing very precise rights that have been 
ignored and violated. Can we even 
begin to face what this means? 


On our present showing the answer is 
no. Take, for example, the Govern- 
ment’s proposed Race Relations Bill, 
theoretically intended as an all-out 
attempt to tackle entrenched in- 
equality and injustice. By and large it 
is irrelevant in at least two important 
ways. One, it is woefully inadequate 
to deal with the full dimensions of the 
race problem. Two, it freezes racism 
in a vacuum as if there were no such 
thing as cause-and-effect. In other 
words it is yet another version of 
tokenism—an exact synonym for 
“ liberalism ” in our day and age. 


Consider first the Bill’s inadequacies. 
How is it likely to measure up In 
practice? Despite attempts by the 
Government to sell the idea that the 
Bill is courageous and basically sound 
in its proposals, and to imply that 
those who say it should go further 
are unrealistic and fanciful, it is clear 
that it is very imperfect indeed. The 
outstanding failures of the Bill as it 
stands—and remember, it is only too 
likely that it will be even more 
emasculated and weakened during 
Committee stage—lie in three main 
areas, according to those who know a 
great deal more about the subject 
than the Minister responsible for it— 
Home Secretary Jim Callaghan. 


One, the Bill fails to provide adequate 
powers for the Race Relations Board 
in trying to bring about what is 
claimed to be the Government’s in- 
tention of eliminating racial discrim- 
ination and promoting racial har- 
mony. For example, the Board will be 
unable to subpoena witnesses and so 
will be badly handicapped in the most 
difficult type of case. It will be im- 
possible to stop houses being sold or 
jobs being given elsewhere while a 
case is pending: further, so far as 
jobs are concerned, the Ministry of 
Labour and the relevant trade unions 
will have four weeks in which to 
“sort things out” before the Board 
can act. And both the Ministry of 
Labour and many trade unions are 
themselves already involved root-and- 
pe in blatant racial discrimina- 
ion. 


Two, loop-holes will allow much racial 
discrimination to continue. Insurance 
firms will still be able to discriminate 
as they wish, while other firms will be 
able to plead the need for a “fair 
racial balance ’”’—which could mean 
taking on black men for the unpopu- 
lar low-paid jobs when no one else 
can be found and at the same time 
keeping the better jobs for whites, all 
of this with tacit or even explicit 
union backing. Probable net effect: 
discrimination will continue with a 
new-found status in law and an added 
respectability. 


Three, the new Commission for Com- 
munity Relations which is to replace 
the largely-discredited National Com- 
mittee for Commonwealth Immigrants 
will not improve on its predecessor. 
It is most unlikely that elected repre- 
sentatives from immigrant organisa- 
tions will be included: consequently 
the advisory Commission will repre- 
sent nobody, the rift between immi- 
grants and white liberals—who will of 
course be chosen to sit on the Com- 
mision—will be widened, and as a 
result immigrant organisations will 
continue to be ignored both by the 
authorities and most immigrants. 


Moreover, only £200,000 is likely to be 
made available to the 60 or so Com- 
munity Relations Committees in a 
whole year—yet, according to Brian 
Jones of the Camden Community 
Relations Committee, at least £1 
million is needed to make any serious 
start in this important field. The C2m- 
den Committee needed £10,000 last 
year yet was given only £6,000 and 
was therefore desperately short of 


(mE cash—yet it is the richest such Com- 


stink-bomb 


mittee in Britain. Some of them 
manage on £50 per year! 


Finally, quite apart from the Bill’s 
glaring inadequacies when considered 
in its own somewhat ambiguous terms 
of trying to legislate for justice and 
equality, there is a still larger sense 
in which it can be said to be monu- 
mentally irrelevant. What it amounts 
to is an isolation of an issue from its 
eauses. The problems of our modern 
society in Britain in 1968 are over- 
whelming and obvious. They include 
averting nuclear catastrophe: dimin- 
ishing urbanism and excessive central- 
isation: getting rid of regimented 
schooling, structural poverty, and 
brain-washing mass-communications: 
coping with high scientific technology 
and turning it to the service of real 
human needs: salvaging democracy 
and making it substantive instead of 
merely formal and hollow: creating 
some sense of community and giving 
the debased Standard-of-Living some 
quality and meaning: delimiting 
political power and reducing top- 
direction in every sphere from Trade 
Union to University. 


Then to try to deal with the problem 
of racism. in distinction from this en- 
tire complex of related issues is false 
drama, bathos. Literally it is a pack 
of lies, for it is not what the real 


problem is, of building the Good 
Society. 
Coalition 


Any movement for justice and equal- 
ity among coloured immigrants them- 
selves—e.g. West Indian Standing 
Conference or CARD or Universal 
Coloured People’s Association—will of 
course help all of us in the struggle 
for genuine democracy. Conversely, 
the general effort by us all to live 
better and make some better world— 
whatever our skin-colour—will herald 
the solution of race problems in 
Britain. Which means that we now 
need in this country some loose coali- 
tion of committed people, black and 
white, working together to transform 
our society. We need militant co- 
operation between immigrants, stu- 
dents, the poor and unemployed—in 
brief, everyone who feels most keenly 
the pinch of an absurd and wasteful 
and destructive society. And we need 
this sort of alliance because working 
together at worth-while tasks is the 
only way to cement human solidarity 
and build that better world we dream 
about. 


Then from this perspective—of the 
general inter-racial struggle for peace, 
equality, rational economy, good 
schooling, community, and so forth 
—racism will become trivial and must 
eventually wither and perish. And 
then there will be no more need for 
heavy-handed Government Bills that 
not only catch radicals with their 
pants down in the ridiculous “ lesser- 
evil” posture but also give politicians 
like Enoch Powell the chance to grab 
the limelight and sound off like Dr 
Goebbels. 
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As promised last week, here is the 
Ball Plan for Elections, or what to do 
when confronted with the ballot box. 
The answer, I’m afraid, is disappoint- 
ingly unromantic. However, I venture 
to suggest it does have the merit of 
being realistic and useful; it’s also 
somewhat empirical. It is: vote. That 
is, ifi—and only if—there is any candi- 
date seriously worth voting for. At 
this point, an iron nerve and cool 
determination is necessary to ensure 
that you are not swayed by specious 
promises and warnings of the dire 
consequences of the other fellow 
getting in. However, any reasonably 
clear-sighted person (I hope only 
clear-sighted persons read _ this 
column) should be able to determine 
whether any candidate has used or is 
genuinely capable of using his posi- 
tion to defend-—-not even principles: 
to go to Parliament with the intention 
of defending those is to enter it in the 
spirit of a gladiator—but to defend 
sections, usually underprivileged 
ones, of the community; those that 
tend to get trampled underfoot in the 
parliamentary tug-of-war. 

Such men admittedly are very rare. 
It is my peculiar fortune to have been 
represented, both in the constituency 
in which I grew up and in the one in 
which I presently live, by two of them, 
and this no doubt colours my views 
on the matter. However, should you 
recognise such a man among those 
you are entitled to vote for (and it’s 
worth remembering that the oppor- 
tunity occurs much more frequently 
at local government level) I trust you 
would not allow your healthy disdain 
of, and desire to do away with, ballot- 
box “democracy” to come between 
you and your humane duty to vote 
him to office. I also trust that you 
wouldn’t consider that such a gesture 
morally, or in any way at all, pre- 
cluded you from working towards the 
decline, downfall or replacement of 
the parliamentary system. ; 


The other day I heard about an 
acquaintance—a contributor to Peace 
News and a thoughtful, sensitive man 
—who lives in the provinces and who 
was celebrating a small Premium 
Bond win by bringing his family down 
to spend a weekend in a London hotel. 
I heard it rather sadly, for I’d only 
just come from one of them myself, 
and had spent a miserable quarter of 
an hour waiting for someone in a 
lounge flooded with some of the most 
neurotic and strident “ background ” 
music ever to be rammed down my 
ears. What was worse, being some- 
what eerie, was that this music even 
met one in the lifts. . . 

As an antidote, I'd strongly recom- 
mend the Norwegian art exhibition 
at the Camden Arts Centre (corner 
Arkwright Road/Finchley Road NW3) 
until May 4. Strong, quiet, restful, 
energetic works reflecting sky, land, 
sea and sun. Go and bask. K 
“Sign the petition to bring back 
capital punishment for murder,” said 
the notice in the pub, so I did; using 
of course my real name and address: 
Timothy Evans, 10 Rillington Place. 


And finally, a bare and rather myster- 
ious news item in the Sunday Times 
which moved and disturbed me in a 
way that I am quite incapable of 
describing: 
“Ramu, the ‘ wolf boy’ believed to 
have been raised by wild animals in 
the jungle before he was found in 
1954, died yesterday in Lucknow 
Hospital at the age of 24. He had 
suffered for a year with a chronic 
respiratory infection and epileptic 
fits. Ramu made little human pro- 
gress, except to smile at his usual 
attendant in hospital. He snatched 
food with his teeth and lapped up 
water from a dish.” 


The second Amnesty report 
on torture in Greece 


including an interview with BRIGADIER PATTAKOS 


On January 27 Amnesty International, 
following an investigation carried out 
in Greece throughout the month of 
January, published a report on allega- 
tions that the Greek Government is 
practising the infliction of pain as an 
aid to interrogation. [The report was 
subsequently printed in Peace News 
on February. 16—Eds.] The Amnesty 
International Delegation had exam- 
ined 16 witnesses who had been re- 
leased and were at liberty in Athens 
and was Satisfied that these people 
had been tortured. 


The witnesses were mostly members 
of Democratic Defence, the resistance 
organisation of the Centre Union 
Party. Many of them were students 
who had been arrested while distri- 
buting leaflets and had been tortured 
to reveal the names of their friends. 
These witnesses impressed the Dele- 
gation as being reliable and truthful. 
In addition, the Delegation obtained 
the names of 32 other prisoners still 
in prison whose families and profes- 
sional advisers claimed that they had 
been tortured. 


When the Report was circulated at 
Strasbourg, Amnesty International 
had in its hands the names and case 
histories of all the witnesses on whom 
it relied in confirming the allegations 
which had been made. However, in 
the majority of cases, the Delegation 
had given its promise not to reveal 
the names of the witnesses because 
they were fearful of reprisals. Pro- 
mises given had to be kept and it was 
decided that ‘n all cases of people 
who had been released the risk of 
giving names was too great. 


In consequence, the Greek Govern- 
ment, through its official spokesmen, 
were able to attack the veracity of the 
Report on the grounds that no wit- 
nesses were named. 


Nevertheless, as a result of certain 
influential representations which had 
been made to the Greek Government, 
that they should pay serious attention 
to the Amnesty International Report 
and take steps to satisfy world 
opinion as to the allegations of tor- 
ture, Mr Anthony Marreco, a member 
of the English Bar who had conducted 
the January ‘:mvestigation, was in- 
vited to return to Athens on March 26 
to meet the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, Mr 
Stylianos Pattakos. Mr Marreco had 
meetings with Mr Pattakos on March 
28, 29 and April 1 and during his 
visit was given by Mr Pattakos every 
facility to inspect any prison he 
wished and talk to any prisoner he 
wished to see. 


On the evening of March 28, Mr 
Marreco visited the Police (Asphalia) 
Headquarters at Bouboulinas Street, 
Athens. He asked to see only one 
prisoner, Andreas Lendakis, 32, an 
archaeological student who was 
arrested in October 1967 as a mem- 
ber of the Patriotic Front (Commun- 
ist). This prisoner refused to answer 
the question whether or not he had 
been tortured and was unwilling to 
talk about his experiences beyond 
saying that he was ill. Mr Marreco, 
however, had little doubt from his 
general demeanour that he had 
suffered extreme brutality. 


When a prisoner is asked if he has 
been tortured, he will surely answer 
“no” if this is not the case, if only 
because he is even more likely to 
suffer reprisals if he lies than if he 
tells the truth. When a prisoner re- 
fuses to answer, this seems to raise at 
least a justifiable presumption that he 
has been tortured. Before leaving the 


Bouboulinas Street Headquarters Mr 
Marreco was allowed to accompany 
Lendakis back to his cell, which was 
cne of a number of underground cells 
without any light at all or adequate 
ventilation, which may be tolerable 
for a prisoner held for a night or two 
but is quite unsuitable for the deten- 
tion of prisoners for periods up to 
two or three months for which these 
cells have been used. 


Mr Marreco also inspected the terrace 
and roof-top building which, it has 
been widely alleged, have been used 
as the place of torture. These build- 
ings were exactly as described in the 
statements taken from the 16 wit- 
nesses who had been released, but 
beyond this fact no evidence was 
found either to prove or dispreve the 
allegations. 


Clear evidence 


On March 30 and 31, Mr Marreco 
visited respectively the prisons of 
Averoff and Aegina. At each prison 
he asked to see a number of prisoners 
who were brought to him in the pres- 
ence of the Governor of the prison 
and an officer of the Police. He had 
not named in advance the prisoners 
he intended to see, so that the 
authorities had no warning which wit- 
nesses would be called. In both 
prisons the attitude of the witnesses 
was different from that of the man 
still in the hands of the Police. 


Out of a total of 12 prisoners seen, 9 
said quite definitely that they had 
been tortured and one said that he 
preferred not to answer the question. 
In each case the story they told cor- 
roborated .all previous evidence as to 
place and the names of the torturers. 
The interrogation had taken the form 
of severe beating on the soles of the 
feet (Falanga) or Electric Shock 
Treatment, the contacts being applied 
to the ears and other parts of the 
body. 

Among the prisoners seen at Averoff 
Prison were Gerassimos Notaras, 31, 
an internationally-respected econo- 
mist and research fellow at the Social 
Science Centre of Athens, formerly 
assistant lecturer in the Political 
Science Faculty of the University of 
Lausanne: Constantine Sophoulis, 
30, economist and grandson of a 
former Prime Minister: and Chara- 
lambos Protopapas, 45, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the Greek 
League for Human Rights. These men 
were Centre Union members of Demo- 
cratic Defence who were arrested in 
October 1967. 


Sophoulis, who has not been tortured 
himself, confirmed the rumours which 
have been widely reported in the 
press that Notaras was removed from 
the prison on February 8 to the Royal 
Hellenic Navy vessel Elli lying near 
Scaramanga where they were interro- 
gated under torture in connection 
with an alleged Democratic Defence 
organisation which had been dis- 
covered in the Navy. Sophoulis said 
that when Notaras returned to the 
prison and for ten days after his 
return his physical and mental condi- 
tion was clear evidence of the treat- 
ment he had suffered. He was unable 
to speak and barely able to walk. 


Notaras himself told Mr Marreco that 
he had suffered electric shock treat- 
ment during 48 hours. Protopapas 
was unwilling to answer questions. 
The remainder of the prisoners seen 
both at Averoff and Aegina were 
known to be Communists. Making all 


Brigadier Pattakos: ‘A 
Communist is not a Greek.’ 


possible allowance for the possibility 
that some of these men were either 
describing tortures suffered at some 
earlier period in their lives and under 
previous Governments, and also for 
the possibility that the Communists 
have been instructed to exaggerate 
the brutality of the treatment they 
have suffered (an explanation which 
Mr Pattakos had suggested) Mr 
Marreco found it impossible to avoid 
the conclusion that what the witnesses 
told him was substantially correct. 


In talking to the prisoners Mr Marreco 
was also impressed by the measure 
of psychological terror which certain 
prisoners continually suffer by reason 
of their fear that at any moment the 
Security Police may return and take 
them away for further questioning. 
t least one of the witnesses des- 
cribed the terrible mental effect of 
being kept in a cell for days in soli- 
tary confinement within earshot of the 
place where other prisoners were 
being tortured. 
On April 1 Mr Marreco had his third 
meeting with the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of the Interior at 
which he had to inform Mr Pattakos 
that following his investigation he 
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considered that there is at least prima 
facie evidence that the following 
prisoners have been tortured. 


Dakos, Apostolos—tortured on or 
about 27/10/67 at Asphalia, Boubou- 
linas Street, Athens. 


Karantinos, Panaiotis—tortured on or 
about 16/6/67 and 30/7/67 at 
Asphalia, Bouboulinas Street, Athens, 
by or in the presence of Mr Karapan- 
alotis. 

Karatsis, Charalambos—tortured on 
or about 1/11/67 at Asphalia, Aghiou 
Spiridonos, Aegaleo. 


Lendakis, Andreas—tortured in Octo- 
ber 1967 at Asphalia, Bouboulinas 
Street, Athens. 


Notaras, Gerassimos—tortured in 
February/March 1968 on board the 
Royal Greek Naval Vessel Elli. 


Papaianakis, Christos—tortured on or 
about 19/10/67 at Asphalia, Piraeus, 
by or in the presence of Mr Gianako- 
poulos, Mr Sotiris Kouvas, Mr Loukas 
Laroutsos, Mr Panaiotis Angelopoulos, 
Mr Kanatas, Mr Fotinopoulos. 


Protopapas, Charalambos—tortured 
in October/November 1967 at Aspha- 
lia, Bouboulinas Street, Athens. 


Stratis, Giannis—tortured in Septem- 
ber 1967 at Averoff Prison, by or in 
the presence of Major Theophiloiana- 
kis and Captain Kritikos and on or 
about 1/10/67 at Dionysos Military 
Camp, by or in the presence of 
Sergeant Taxiarchis and two Military 
Police Corporals. 


Syderis, Leonidas—tortured in Sep- 
tember 1967 at Asphalia, Plateia 
Amerikis, Kypseli, by or in the pres- 
ence of Mr Lambrou, Mr Panagopou- 
los, Mr Mallios. 


Xakoulakos, Giannis—tortured on or 
about 5/5/67 at Asphalia, Aghiou 
Spiridonos, Aegaleo, by or in the 
presence of Mr Zagouras and Mr 
Kapoiannis. 


Expulsion 
Mr Marreco suggested that the Greek 
Government should immediately 


either order a Public Inquiry or 
institute criminal proceedings against 
certain officials named, if only to 
clear their reputation. Mr Pattakos’s 
reply was a complete denial that the 
allegations are or can be true. He 
said that he has complete confidence 
in his officials and that the evidence 
given to Mr Marreco is a tissue of lies 
from beginning to end, typical of 
Communist propaganda. He said that 
all the witnesses including Notaras 
are known Communists who have 
plotted violence against the Greek 
people. 

After prolonged and at moments 
heated argument, in which Mr 
Marreco repeatedly told Mr Pattakos 
that in all sincerity he was convinced 
that the allegations are substantially 
true and at least call for serious 
investigation, und that the political 
affiliations of the prisoners cannot in 
any sense be a justification of the 
treatment they claim to have suffered, 
Mr Pattakos maintained that there 
are no grounds for further investiga- 
tion. Mr Marreco pointed out that 
unless the allegations are disproved 
Greece must inevitably face expulsion 
from the Council of Europe. 


Patraxos: Let them throw us out. 
ANTHONY Marreco: Is that what 
you wish me to go back to London 
and say? 


Parrakos: You force me to say it. 
The Greek Government has to pro- 
tect its people against its Commun- 
ist enemies. A Communist is not a 
Greek We must put our own 


security first. 
APRIL 6, 1968 


Copies of this report may be obtained 
from: Amnesty International, Turn- 
again Lane, Farringdon Street, 
London EC4. 
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After King’s assassination, GODFREY FEATHERSTONE considers the future 


WHAT NOW FOR NON-VIOLENCE? 


Martin Luther King’s death is already 
being used in the most despicable and 
dishonourable ways. Violent racists 
like Stokely Carmichael pretend to, or 
do really, mourn King’s death, but go 
on to use it to preach contemptible 
notions which exactly oppose King’s. 
Violent racists iike Governor Wallace, 
from among whose followers the 
assassin probably came, react to 
Negro rioting and advocates of Negro 
violence by saying ‘‘ There, I told you 
so, the Negro reveals his true nature 
now” and urge segregation and the 
even more massive arming of police 
and state troopers. 


Most despicable of all, the white 
liberals urge that there should be no 
violence—which is in line with what 
King would have wished—but they do 
it for their own ends and urge 
moderation and the preservation of 
the institutionalised violence called 
“Public Order” and institutionalised 
crime called “Business” and ‘“ Gov- 


Wolfe Lowenthal 
POOR PEOPLE’S 
CAMPAIGN 


“Dr King was killed because he 
started to organise poor people. Just 
as he began to work against their 
oppression, his life was taken. We are 
accelerating the campaign of poor 

eople to beseige Washington starting 
in fate April. We will mobilise for 
poor power. We are not going to 
mourn him. We are thinking of what 
his life meant, what he died for, and 
we ask that people not send flowers 
but that they. organise, that they 
collect food, blankets, and tents, and 
that they make ready.” 


This was what the central head- 
pan cre of the New York City Poor 
eople’s Campaign had to say about 
Dr King’s murder. It was Friday, 
April 5, the day following the assas- 
sination. The Poor People's office was 
full of volunteers. All day people kept 
going in and cut with news of the 
street. Harlem seemed to be under- 
going a joyful apocalypse. 
There was nothing callous, but there 
was a spirit that went beyond mourn- 
ing. A group of volunteers were cut- 
ting -and lettering armbands which 
read “ Our King Will Never Die”. As 
soon as the armbands were taken out 
into the streets, they were grabbed 
up. A. staff-worker rested for a 
minute: “I can’t get two blocks with 
those armbands before they’re gone. 
The girls are selling them. Never 
thought of that. Materialism! What a 
country! America is in the Middle 
Ages, blind to the truth—if you try to 
wake her, she becomes violent.” 


Later that afternoon, taking a half- 
hour break in the park, Cornelius 
Givens, New York coordinator of the 
campaign, pursued this theme. ‘ You 
can work for Black Power, Yellow 
Power, or Green Power, but when you 
start working for Poor Power, your 
days are numbered because that’s the 
revolution. Poor people got no leaders 
who see how we are here, and then 
are able to tell it like it is. Every time 
one of the big cats gets ready to work 
for poor power he gets killed. My 
bereavement is for the living—wWil- 
kins, Randolph, Young. None of them 
ae up the ball. Wilkins is trying to 

ill it, saying the Poor People’s Cam- 
paign is going to be violent. Poor 
people’s problems are different from 
integration. What the hell do I care 
about integrated housing when I’m 
hungry? What do I care about open 
occupancy? JI can’t afford to move 
over there anyhow.”—LNS. 


ernment ” so that the fraud of the lip- 
service to Civil Rights and the 
cowardly avoidance of its conse- 
quences in non-violent revolutionary 
action should not be exposed for the 
two-faced life-corruption it is. 


Luther King had accepted the res- 
ponsibility of creating deep tension 
and crisis. ‘ Non-violent direct action 
seeks to create such a crisis and foster 
such a tension that a community 
which has constantly refused to 
negotiate is forced to confront the 
issue.” True, he negotiated too early 
and expected a too easy capitulation, 
but he had learnt his lesson about 
facile law-making and_politicising. 
This is what the demonstration in 
Washington this summer was ail 
about and leading towards—a demon- 
stration which was intended to unite 
the black and white poor sections, 
penetrating to the economic roots of 
poverty and of prejudice, in the 
Government, in the military and in 
the capitalist system. 


King had declared that they would 
stay in Washington for as long as was 
necessary to effect these changes and 
would obstruct the workings of the 
Government city in every possible 
non-violent way. He hadn’t got to the 
total and extreme view of non-violent 
revolution—he still talked of “ direct 
action ” in a more limited sense—but 
few who look at his plans for Wash- 
ington could doubt that he was 
moving this way and away from his 
past temporising and bourgeois 
origins. 

In the long term, King’s steady move- 
ment towards the idea of non-violent 
revolution should be taken to its 
logical end by us radical pacifists— 
and we should try to take with us all 
those people deceived by conventional 
parliamentarianism and the bogus 
and totally impracticable pseudo- 
heroics of violent revolution. This 
means that we not only connect up, 
in theory and action, the more obvious 
cruelties done to the Negro in 
America and South Africa, in the 
Rhodesian and the Portuguese 
colonies, and to the Vietnamese, but 
also that socialists and pacifists really 
take into account the cruelties to the 
opponents of Communist regimes, not 
only in Russia, China, and Eastern 
Europe, but also in North Vietnam, 
Yugoslavia, and Cuba. 


Priorities in action 


It means that we connect up not only 
the unending horror of starvation and 
disease caused by capitalism and the 
neglect, as well as positive exploita- 
tion, of capitalist countries, but also 
that we begin to realise that State- 
Capitalism, called Communism, has 
slaughtered millions of peasants to 
enforce land-reforms which have fail- 
ed and is as neglectful of starvation 
outside the Communist bloc as is the 
West. It means that we look at the 
institutionalised violence inherent in 
all States and all potential States— 
such as the NLF or the Angolan resis- 
tance movements or Guevara’s failed 
Bolivian guerrilla movement. 


It means that though we take into 
deep and serious account the drama- 
tic episodes of State violence—Viet- 
nam, police oppression, violent riots 
with the fragmentary potential of 
oppressive future States—we imme- 
diately move to the top of our priori- 
ties the permanent features of States 
and that our actions have these 
priorities also. So that we continue to 
protest and demonstrate and, where- 
ever possible, attempt local communal 
action, but also that in action we 
accept as more important such facts 
as—-world famine is very probably 


coming within 2 decade or more: the 
majority of the earth’s population are 
in desperate poverty and hunger now: 
many Negroes in America die or 
suffer from State violence, but very 
many more die earlier than whites or 
die as babies as a consequence of the 
basic capitalist structure which would 
be maintained by Nixon, Kennedy, 
McCarthy and, in a State-Capitalist 
form, by Carmichael and his like. 


We must also connect these deaths 
with those in the English working- 
class. Working-class people don’t now 
die in riots worthy of the media’s 
attention, but they do die as a result 
of the system. Working-class adults 
die earlier than professional-class 
adults and they are injured, maimed, 
and sometimes die in industrial 
“accidents” caused by the profit- 
grabbing neglect of capitalism. The 
number of  unskilled-working-class 
babies who are still-born is double 
that of professional-class babies. The 
poor, the sick, the widowed and 
orphaned and the old in Britain live 
in misery and die in lonely or institu- 
tionalised despair. The force and 
harmful physical consequences of the 
structure of ownership where 10% of 
the population own 80% is institution- 
alised in the State, in industry, in the 
mass-media in education, and even in 
most facilities which supposedly care 
for those in need. 


A viable revolution can’t be organised 
like an Army, as Regis Debray and 
most Marxists would have it organ- 
ised, because the consequences are 
those which Communist pseudo- 
revolutions embody in their oppres- 
sion of a third of the world. Let us 


look at certain methods of non-violent 
struggle. Non-violence can and must 
create conflicts, which only it can 
resolve—unlike violent revolution- 
aries who simply embody the conflicts 
in an altered form in their consequent 
Governments. 


Self-defeat 


Non-violent revolutionaries must 
expect that many of their number will 
suffer imprisonment, social persecu- 
tion and, ultimately, when the State 
reacts with violence, death. But non- 
violence must be their defence. If 
they adopt violence they will defeat 
themselves simply in the act of adopt- 
ing it and from then on, whoever 
wins, the State will continue, altered 
or not. Some specific non-violent 
actions would he as follows. 


1, A refusal to stereotype the enemy 
and increase blind hatred. By 
characterising the enemy as one hated 
thing, people impose on it for them- 
selves a false impression of unity and 
strength. They must exploit the 
divisions in capitalism and realise that 
some individual capitalists may even 
be persuaded to defect. 


2. Persistently to present to individ- 
ual policemen and members of the 
armed forces a true picture of their 
function and its oppressive conse- 
quences and push towards a depopu- 
lation of these institutions. 


3. A refusal to accept the media’s 
picture of political activity and to 
realise that in every year of this 
century working-class activities have 
easily outnumbered peace activities 


A dissenting vioce from ROBERT CALESE 
Unabashed Uncle Tom? 


While wading through the sea of 
maudlin ink and lugubrious nausea 
spewed out in the wake of Martin 
Luther King’s murder it might be 
wise, as pacifists, to remind ourselves 
that King was by no means an out- 
Standing figure in the field of non- 
violence. He was merely famous. So 
before we get completely carried 
away and try to re-rename Idlewild 
Airport, let’s do some objective, albeit 
uncomfortable, thinking. 


Non-violence for King was less a way 
of life than a misnomer: whenever 
the going got a bit too rough he in- 
variably screamed for Federal troops 
for protection—and half the time he 
wanted them used against the pro- 
testers. This fact of his radical paci- 
fism explains the presence of a re- 
markable revolutionary contingent at 
his funeral: the Vice-President, 
Senators, Congressmen, Governors, 
and Mayors. These people know whose 
side they’re on. No_ millionaires 
showed up when A. J. Muste died. 
Nor did they close down New York 
City, including the stock market, 
when Malcolm X was killed. 


Non-violence, however, is infinitely 
more radical than anything Malcolm 
ever came up with, even though you 
never heard that from King. As a 
minimal programme non-violence 
means that we should turn vegetarian 
and overthrow the Government: dis- 
band the Army and Navy: make bon- 
fires of all police clubs: tear down 
dae zoos, and slaughter-houses: 
urn all legal documents, police 
records, and land deeds: and raze 
every official Federal State, and 
municipal building from the White 
House to the dog-pound. 


That’s just a start. By rights the 


Establishment should have had to 
make a saint out of Malcolm X as a 
bulwark against us. But either King 
didn’t know what non-violence entails, 
which is inexcusable, or he knew but 
didn’t say, which is unforgivable. 


I would go further and submit that he 
probably did more harm to the pro- 
gress of non-violence than any single 
person ever connected with it. When 
the integration movement was in its 
heyday five years ago King was con- 
sistently silent on the fact that non- 
violence was a philosophy of life, not 
a superficial gimmick to be exploited 
as a grandstand tactic. Then, having 
allowed himself to become the per- 
sonification of an emasculated non- 
violence, he turned into an unabashed 
Uncle Tom. I repeat, an unabashed 
Uncle Tom. : 
This discredited the idea of non- 
violence for all time in all black 
communities, and handed the nation- 
alists an absolutely clear field. You 
couldn’t sell non-violence in Harlem 
now if you gave Green Stamps. And 
what’s worse, for the last five years 
there have been no connections what- 
ever between white and black revolu- 
tionists. The key figure in bringing 
about this tragic situation was Martin 
Luther King. 
Nevertheless there is now a move- 
ment afoot in radical peace circles to 
apotheosise Martin Luther King. 
Evidently we are neither mature 
enough nor honest enough to keep 
going without worshipping idols. King 
is being nominated as the non-violent 
counterpart of Che Guevara. He was 
far more of a Lawrence Welk.* 

New YorK 
(*Lawrence Welk is the. American 
equivalent to our own Victor 
Sylvester.—Eds.) 
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‘A short walk to freedom’—the Easter Monday march to St Pauls in memory 
of Martin Luther King crowds Ludgate Hill. 


and have very often had more con- 
crete results. 


4. To link, wherever possible, indus- 
trial, peace, educational, and other 
activities—-not just by tokenist 
preaching from the outside but by 
organic links, with co-ordinated activi- 
ties with people sharing the same 
risks of loss of job, university place, 
or social position and the same tech- 
niques and the same enemies. 


5. To go directly to the State’s life- 
blood, its income from taxes, and to 
refuse to pay some or all of them. 
Yes, there’s PAYE where the em- 
ployer deducts taxes, but strikes could 
non-violently coerce them into follow- 
ing the refusers’ wishes. 

6. To go directly to capitalism’s life- 
blood, its profits, and to refuse to 
obey the profit-motive. Workers in 
bus-services, train-services, and all 
other transport and haulage services, 
could carry on working, but simply 
refuse to take fares and fees, accept- 
ing whatever passengers and clients 
might offer and pooling it for wages to 
draw from. Workers in the extraction 
of raw-materials like coal could dis- 
tribute it themselves for nothing. 
Workers in production of essential 
goods could produce but move to 
distribute the goods _ themselves. 
Workers in luxury goods industries 
could begin to convert their machines 
to the production of useful goods. 
Consumers could boycott luxury 
goods and urge that the manpower, 
machines, and capital should be 
turned over to the production of 
essentials for the deprived at home 
and abroad. 

7. In the mass-media, journalists and 
broadcasting workers could go on 
producing—but in accordance with 
their own wishes and views, not the 
authorities. If the press was unwin- 
nable or broke down, its place could 
be taken by thousands of wall-news- 
papers, put up in front-gardens or 
windows or regularly fly-posted up. 


Sit-ins at the presses and _ studios 
could take iiace as regularly as lies 
were published. 


8. In education, teachers would con- 
tinue to teach but would refuse to 
teach conventional syllabuses and 
would offer alternative topics for 
pupils and students to choose for 
themselves: also, wherever possible, 
they would help pupils to work co- 
operatively and to educate them- 
selves. Teachers would refuse to use 
conventional text-books and to de- 
ceive children as to what their work- 
ing-life was going to be like. Teachers 
would refuse to select children for 
streaming and to write or mark 
examination papers and, in all other 
ways, refuse to make schools and 


lawlessness. 


overcome, someday. 


King’s corpse stolen 


Shortly after his assassination, the corpse of Martin Luther King 
was stolen by a gang of bodysnatchers who mangled it beyond rec- 
ognition in a frantic scramble for what they expected would soon 
be valuable relics. The band of Establishment Liberals dissected 
away the part of Martin Luther King that opposed the violence of 
the government (the violence of napalm and tanks) leaving be- 
hind only the part that opposed violence by black people (the 
violence of bricks and Molotov Cocktails). 

After stealing the body, they carved their own names on the 
tombstone along with his, so that it read: Martin Luther King, 
Beloved Friend of Lyndon Johnson, Hubert Humphrey, Robert 
Kennedy, et al. Below that they carved an epitaph titled The 
National Line which went as follows: 
solemnly mourn the death of Martin Luther King, dedicate them- 
selves anew to the philosophy he espoused (viz. that black people 
should be non-violent towards white people) and pledge their 
determination to suppress, once and for all and by any means 
necessary, the sacrilegious few who have desecrated the memory 
of this great American by using his tragic death as a pretext for 


With God on our side, and under the special protection of Saint 
Martin, we shall drown the infidel in his own blood. We shall 


universities a microcosm of the 
capitalist world, with marks and 
degrees substituting for money, and 
streaming and selection for status. 


There are so many other ways in 
which non-violent revolution can 
begin to be implemented. Its practice 
or potential is already a matter of 
historical fact in the actions or writ- 
ings of Thoreau, Tolstoy, Gandhi, 
Dolci, Luther King, and in the actions 
of national and working-class move- 
ments throughout the world. Taken in 
isolation, they are not in themselves 
necessarily revolutionary—but, with 
a focus on the basic structures of 
private monopoly capitalist and State- 
Capitalist societies, and with massive 
education, persuasion, organisation, 


All decent Americans 


SAN FRANCISCO EXPRESS TIMES 


and action which are wholly congru- 
ent with the end of a non-violent 
society, they can become revolu- 
tionary. 


Is this “ unrealistic’? Of course it is, 
because our very notion of realism is 
built into us by life in capitalist 
society. It is clear to more people than 
ever before that working through 
parliamentary facades and constitu- 
tional protest only buttresses or dis- 
guises social problems but cannot 
solve them: that world poverty is 
worsened, not slleviated, by States or 
by private capitalists whose funda- 
mental motivation is financial gain 
and, consequently, the actual increase 
of inequality: and that disarmament 
cannot be brought about by State- 


, machines whose fundamental function 


is the internal and external protection 
of themselves by overt or institution- 
alised violence. 


If the States reached disarmament, 
they would have abolished themselves 
—and if we want to reach disarma- 
ment, we must abolish them. 


Revolution is necessary. Every avail- 
able historical example unambigu- 
ously demonstrates that violent 
revolution defeats itself and brings 
about precisely the opposite state of 
affairs to that intended. Reason 
demonstrates it also in the most 
plain possible way. In the short term, 
when the majority are apathetic or 
opposed to revolution and are still to 
be persuaded, all that violence brings 
is the demand for “Public Order” 
and the reinforcement of police and 
State, as Negro rioting and the March 
17 stupidity in London have shown. 


Non-violent revolution is improbable, 
it is ‘ unrealistic ”, it lacks a coherent 
theory and organisation, it will in- 
volve tremendous work, very many 
sacrifices, and decades to complete: 
but it can, just possibly, achieve the 
ends we desire and is the only way we 
know that can do so. 
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Keith Bosley 


SEVEN AGAINST VIETNAM 


1. BETTER DEAD © 3. 


Red. Carnival colour. 
In Old Slavonic the 
same word means beautiful. 


Here is red: red stockings 
red shirts, red masks, red caps. 
But these are children—these 


stockings shirts masks and caps 
are children, and they are 
naked. And here is red: 


red fire, red meat. Napalm 
childflesh. And you said: ‘“‘ The 
older formulations 


leave much to be desired 
particularly in 
adhesion.” Here is red. 


2. TWO HOLY 
MEN 


One kneels 
hands together 
eyes closed 

on an army truck 


round his neck 
and down the front 
of his uniform 
the holy bookmark 


embroidered AO 4. 
keeping the place 
before him a cross 
and the elements 


set out upon 
a fair white 
cloth 
One sits 
in the street 


a wrapt lotus 
an empty 
kerosene can 
nearby 


Acknowledgements to Felix Greene 
for photographs and documents in 
“Vietnam! Vietnam!” (Cape and 
Penguin Books) and to the young 
lady who told me about Vietnamese 
poetry.—Keith Bosley, 1967. 


Mr Bosley is 30. He has adapted 
the Finnish Kalevala for children 
(“Tales From The Long Lakes ”, 
Gollancz) and has had poems in 
“Encounter”, “The Listener ”, 
and elsewhere. His anthology in 
translation of “ Russia’s Other 
Poets” (Longmans) is due out in 
June this year, and his book of 
versions from the modern French 
poet Pierre Jean Jouve, “ An Idiom 
Of Night”, will be published later 
this year by Rapp & Whiting. 


THE HENS 


The freedom fighters 
were issued with Twelve 
Recommendations 


Six Forbiddances 
Six Permissibles. 
One of the former 


read: NOT TO BRING HENS 
INTO MOUNTAINOUS 
PEOPLE’S HOUSES. Why? 


Ours is not to ask: 
we live in valleys 
on plains or on the 


very gentlest slopes. 
We are flat people. 
We understand the 


Six Permissibles 
better. They make more 
sense. One of them reads: 


IN SPARE TIME TO TELL 
AMUSING, SIMPLE 
AND SHORT STORIES. We 


do. Flat folks love ’em. 
And they soon forget 
all about the hens. 


DIRECTIONS 


The bombs are packed 
in crates marked 
DO NOT 
DROP. LIFT 


HERE at one end 
and at the 
other 

LIFT HERE 


REUSABLE 
CONTAINER 
DO NOT 
DESTROY 


5. LUC BAT 


(“ six eight ”: Vietnamese verse form) 


“ This man started to run! 
Machine gun tommy gun rifle 
pistol. He ran. And still 

he ran, then softly fell. We found 
him riddled on the ground. 


His lips moved with no sound _ but blood. 


Four bullet holes were sewed 
across his chest. It made us laugh. 
We took a stake and drove 

it in the mud and lev ered it 
against his gasping throat 
and could not snuff him out. 
upon the stake. It snapped 
and still he lived. We stepped on him 
stamped on him but the flame 

was too strong.So wecame away.” 


We leapt 


6. VARIANT ON A 


THEME OF WILLIAM 
CARLOS WILLIAMS 


You have been taught my townspeople 

how to perform a funeral: 

it is my purpose now 

to instruct you in preparations for the same. 


First, the body. Select 
aman, or a woman 

but preferably not a child 
for this will upset you— 


aman or a woman 
preferably a man 

and in uniform—though this 
does not matter overmuch 


and besides, women die 
so beautifully. And let 
your subject be yellow 
skinned: there is less fuss. 


The quickest way to secure your body 

is to immerse your subject in water 

or dispatch him from a helicopter. 

Use these methods only when others fail. 
Take heart my townspeople! All you need 


is a blade—knife or bayonet 
either will serve—some slivers of bamboo 
and a few telephone wires. 


The blade is for inserting 

into your subject’s belly—slowly now! 
or for removing his ears, fingers 

or reproductive organs. Ears are best— 


they can be threaded on a string 

to decorate your wall. And anyway 
think what can be done with fingernails 
and slivers of bamboo. Remain 


the telephone wires and the 

reproductive organs: connect them. 

If your subject is a woman, nipples 

have been found to give the best results. 
Go now 

I think you are ready. 


7. PIETA 


She holds him to her 
her arm soft round 

his shoulder, her hand 

clutching a pitcher 


as she tries to wash 
his scalp forehead 
eyebrow eyelid 

and cheek where the flesh 


melts. We are to blame. 
He is still alive 

whose five years have 
borne a cross of flame. 


Student revolt 
spreads to Iran 


Student protest is not confined to 
Europe and the US—one current hot- 
bed of unrest is in Iran, where the 
university of Shiraz has been shut 
down as a result of a students’ strike 
since February 20, and the University 
of Teheran has also been closed and 
surrounded by troops. 


Students and sympathetic faculty 
Members have been imprisoned, and 
banished—and they are only the 
latest to come into conflict with the 
regime. Ironically enough Teheran 
was the site chosen for the World 
Conference on Human Rights, which 
began on Monday April 22, attended 
by 2,000 representatives from 123 
countries. They are meeting in a con- 
ference hall near the Ghezal Ghala 
prison, one of the most notorious. 
Only two months ago political prison- 
ers there smuggled out an open letter 


ETS 
Ky: ‘smuggled opium 
while with CIA’ 


Vice-President Ky of South Vietnam 
was once sacked by the CIA as com- 
manding officer of a secret sabotage 
Operation because he was using it as a 
front for smuggling opium into Saigon 
from Laos. 


This is the gist of a report being 
studied by the Senate subcommittee 
on Foreign Air Expenditure in Wash- 
ington and described by its staff 
director, Joseph Lippman, as “ highly 
reliable” though the source is being 
kept secret. 


It tells how in 1963 the operation 
(code name Haylift) ‘‘ was flying Viet- 
nam agents into North Vietnam for 
the purpose of sabotage such as blow- 
ing up railroads and bridges. 


“When the programme first began 
the CIA engaged Vietnam air crews 
and their commanding officer was Col 
Nguyen Ky. ... To make a long story 
short, Col Ky took advantage of this 
Situation to fly opium from Laos to 
Saigon. Of course the CIA removed 
Col Ky and his flight crew and they 
were replaced by Chinese Air Force 
pilots from Formosa. Also the Viet- 
nam ground crew was replaced by 
Chinese mechanics.” 


At least one of the aircraft used, a 
C-123, belonged to the USAF. The 
flights were carried out under the 
front of a fictitious airline company 
set up by the CIA, operating from 
Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut airfield. The 
informant had been sent to Vietnam 
by a CIA front American aviation 
company in March 1962, to advise on 
maintenance. 


The US Embassy in Saigon has denied 
the story. So has the equally reliable 
Vice-President Ky. 


ree | 
AFSC open again 


The American Friends Service Com- 
mittee has reopened its refugee pro- 
gramme in Quang Ngai, South Viet- 
nam, which was suspended in mid- 
February “due to work problems 
caused by intensified military opera- 
tions in that area.” 

Initially a child day care centre was 
reopened on April 10, and the AFSC’s 
rehabilitation programme for civilian 
war victims will reopen in June. 


giving full details of torture carried 
out there. 


A correspondent writes from Shiraz 
University: In the latest and most 
serious strike 35 students and four 
PhDs have been imprisoned. ... The 
Strike and punitive reaction by the 
University Administration against the 
students and faculty was triggered off 
by a trivial incident. Some students 
were refused entry to a social; a 
scuffle led to the Director of Student 
Affairs calling in the police. This 
happened on Thursday February 15. 


Over the weekend the students’ 
organisation built up this trivial inci- 
dent into a major issue and by Tues- 
day February 20 they were demand- 
ing the resignation of the Director for 
Student Affairs and the acting Chan- 
cellor Mr Mataghi, and the elimina- 
tion of foreign interference. As in 
some industrial disputes, a long line 
of individually trivial disputes had 
built up into something cumulatively 
intolerable. 


Mass meetings were held, and under 
threat from students, the administra- 
tion officially closed the library to 
protect foreign staff. After further 
meetings next day, 250 students in- 
vaded the main block, locked them- 
selves in, together with the Director 
of Student Affairs (which led to his 
nervous breakdown a few days later). 
For the next three days student 
patrols could be seen on the roof, but 
on Thursday morning the police iso- 
lated those inside from the 800 out- 
side, cordoning off the whole area and 
establishing road blocks. 


Hundreds of students could be heard 
shouting “ Mataghi is a thief” (it is 
common knowledge that he escaped 
a smuggling charge by the interven- 
tion of the Shah). 


Mr Mataghi and the Governor General 
decided to let the students cool down, 
correctly reasoning that if left in con- 
trol of the building without food 
supplies, their aggressiveness and 
willpower would break down. But it 
was not a quick matter—four days 
later they had to issue an ultimatum 
saying they would send in troops and 
police before the students gave them- 
selves up, and 35 were arrested by 
SAARVAK, the secret police. 


In spite of another ultimatum: “ Re- 
enroll or drop out of university ’’, only 
about half the students did re-enroll, 
and most of these refused to attend 
classes. 


At this point some members of the 
faculty refused to give lectures, and 
the true feelings of the faculty began 
to break the facade of unity with the 
administration, though no-one had the 
guts to speak up openly, apart from 
one Iranian who was unable to find a 
seconder for a resolution calling for a 
meeting in the absence of Mataghi. 


Although no mention of the strike 
was to be found in the press or radio, 
it was soon common knowledge in the 
capital and in the other universities. 


Fearful for their positions, the ad- 
ministration began looking for a 
scapegoat. Mr Mataghi told a faculty 
meeting ‘Outside influences had 
caused the strike” but refused to 
name anyone on grounds of “ secur- 
ity”. About this time arrests of 
faculty members started. By March 
10 the faculty plucked up enough 
courage to demand the release of the 
chairman of the English department; 
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Prime Minister Kosygin of the USSR making friends with his Iranian oppo- 
site number on a recent visit to Iran. One thing both regimes have in common 
is that they have students and intellectuals in prison. Another thing is that 
both will be represented at the World Conference on Human Rights which 
opened in Teheran on Monday. 


and soon after sent a delegation to 
Teheran to call for Mataghi to be 
sacked. 


In a country where corrupt practices 
were universal a few years ago and 
still go on to a lesser extent, in which 
the Royal family finds no great handi- 
cap in having one of its members 
picked up by foreign police for 
smuggling narcotics, Mr Mataghi’s 
errors are not extraordinary. Student 
charges that he is paid by the CIA 
follow from the general distrust 
towards people in high positions. 
(Just a few days previously ex- 
premier Dr Amani had been charged 
with corruption by the police, and 
the evidence indicated he had re- 
ceived vast sums from the oil consor- 
tium for services rendered to the 
British.) 


To be fair to Mr Mataghi he has an 
active record for opposing foreign 
influence. He risked his job two years 
ago trying to prevent university 
courses being taught in English, and 
has infuriated the foreign faculty in 
the English department by insisting 
they stick to the mechanics of English, 
and leave the literature alone. In the 
last strike he had wholeheartedly 
supported the students against the 
faculty after a male student punched 
and threw out of the classroom an 
English woman who had_ been 
earnestly trying to explain the sub- 
tleties of Hemingway’s For Whom. the 
Bell Tolls. When faculty members 
protested at this, Iranian members 
were taken aside and told that if they 
did not shut up he would sack them, 
and make it impossible both for them 
to get a job in Iran and an exit visa. 


Despite student allegations, CIA inter- 
ference is very limited in Iran now. 
The only reason foreign industry 
dominates Iran is that the Iran 
government has begged it to come in. 
Moreover, Iranian engineers and 
economists prefer status government 
jobs to working in industry. Manu- 
facturing, especially small scale in- 
dustry, is the key to Iran’s future, but 
intellectuals here are not interested 
in getting it going, and ensure its 
stagnation by their contempt for 
manual work, no matter how skilful. 


The CIA both assisted the Republican 
Dr Massadegh to power in 1951, and 
removed him when he nationalised 
the oil industry. The CIA put the 
inexperienced Shah back on his perch 
with a government of reactionaries, 
and showed SAARVAK how to crush 
the spirit of politically conscious 
Tranians. By the time the CIA had 
reorganised the identity card system, 


duplicated files for all government 
employees, introduced random samp- 
lings of mail and telephone calls, and 
demonstrated the modern technology 
of surveillance, the republican sym- 
pathisers were economically and 
socially ruined, many fleeing the 
country. 


Since then the Shah has virtually 
eliminated direct US meddling, but 
the ClA-created structure of suppres- 
sion remains. By poetic justice the 
fear and suspicion created by Ameri- 
can intervention is now bouncing back 
on them (SAARVAK interrogators 
tried to use possession of Barry Gold- 
water’s book on Communism as evi- 
dence of communist activities by one 
faculty member). 


For the future: After a respectable 
interval Mataghi will be kicked up- 
stairs, but the suppressed and un- 
natural state of calm will continue to 
be broken by strikes. 


Dutch protest 
Greek putsch 
As English crowds were rallying in 
Trafalgar Square on Sunday to mark 
the “Black Anniversary” of the 
Greek generals’ putsch, in Amsterdam 
a 24-hour sit-down (from 3 pm Satur- 


day) around the Greek Embassy was 
just ending. 


Much to the disgust of the Amsterdam 
police authorities, the new burgo- 
meister of Amsterdam had overruled 
their objections to the sit-down. So 
instead of breaking up the crowd, 
police had to look on, close the road 
to traffic, and even provide safety 
barriers to keep cars away. 

About 300 took part up till 9 am, 
about 100 of them sticking it out all 
night—including Otto Boets, a mem- 
ber of the Dutch Lower Senate (which 
gives him a position roughly equi- 
valent to a temporary life peer). They 
had for much of the time the support 
of Mikis Theodorakis’s music, from a 
gramophone in a van supplied by a 
Dutch pacifist MP. However about 
2 au police insisted that it was turned 
off. 

At one stage there was an attempt to 
hoist a Greek Flag, transformed into 
a swastika, on a Greek Embassy flag- 
pole. Police chased and beat the 


demonstrator who’d been trying to 
hoist it, and took down the flagpole 
as well as the flag. 

A major demonstration in support of 
Greek freedom was to take place on 
addressed by 


Wednesday, to be 
Andreas Papandreou. 
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SCIENCE Ol 


From NIGEL CALDER: 


I am disheartened by your editorial 
philosophising (April 5) around a 
quote from me quoting the French 
chemists who contributed to my book 
Unless Peace Comes. Of course their 
heart-cry—‘ We must _— eliminate 
science or eliminate war. We cannot 
have both ”—lends itself to pedantic 
mockery, but Peace News was the last 
place I'd have expected that. To 
answer Roger Barnard in his own 
currency would not be at all difficult, 
particularly in the matter of reifica- 
tion. But let’s stick to the substantive 
points. 

(1) The purpose of my book of scien- 
tific forecasts of new weapons is so 
plain that it is wilfully unfriendly to 
imply that Fetizon and Magat (the 
French chemists) or I have any doubt 
about which of the two—science or 
war—we propose to be rid of. 


(2) Barnard is not alone in perceiving 


wad 


the different ethics of research and 
application. But he errs in suggesting 
that a dialogue between scientists and 
citizens is sufficient to ensure that 
science serves human needs. That is 
to pretend that there is an objective 
social truth to be discovered, with no 
variation in psychological types and 
their subjective ambitions. How in- 
humane can you get? Not dialogue 
but sharp and penetrating contro- 
versy, with a good deal of political 
regrouping, will be needed to re- 
orientate our technological civilisa- 
tion. There isn’t much time, and we 
waste it if we are content to blame 
the scientists for the decisions of the 
politicians. 

(3) I happen to love scientists, and 
even their vertiginous works, while 
Barnard plainiy hates them in a 
manner unbecoming to a peacemaker. 
It really will not do to take Herman 
Kahn at his own estimation as a 
scientist and so to condemn a genera- 
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ADRIAN MITCHELL’S 


PERSONAL COMMENT 


I wrote this piece to speak at a celebration of Paul Robeson’s 70th 
birthday. It is for reading, slowly, out loud. There is no copyright. Use 
it as you will. I wrote it because, through the painful centuries, millions 
of Negroes have tried to cry out their agony and their vision and because 
Paul Robeson’s voice was one of the first to be heard. It is simple, and 
the people who usually call me naive will have to find an even more 
patronising word for it. My feelings about Paul Robeson are simple. I 
saw him once—he stood in the middle of the Albert Hall, and when he 
smiled and sang there was no possible response except love. So it would 
be a simple love poem, except that Paul Robeson could never accept any 


love which only included himself. 
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tion of good and anxious men. Per- 
haps Barnard resents the fact that in 
my book the “high priests” are 
violating his stereotype by acting as 
rebels to warn the general public of 
the dangers of continuing perversions 
of science. There is nothing unusual 
about my scientific authors except 
their eminence. I had no difficulty 
whatever in recruiting them to this 
exercise for promoting disarmament. 
Are these “mad monsters ”? 


ROGER BARNARD 
replies: 


Mr Calder should look again at my 
article on ‘“ War-Science ”"—he is not 
a close reader, for he seems to be 
under the impression that I was re- 
viewing his recent anthology called 
Unless Peace Comes. Yet I tried to 
make it clear that I wasn’t talking 
about the book and its contributors 
{I happen to think the book is very 
useful) but about the comments of 
two contributors quoted and approved 
by Mr Calder in his Observer precis 
and also about the ethics of war- 
science in general. In fact Mr Calder’s 
book is being reviewed at some length 
for this paper by Roger Franklin. 


As for Mr Calder’s “substantive ” 
points, I will confine myself to two 
comments. (1) Contrary to the asser- 
tions made by Mr Calder, who tells 
us that he “loves” scientists—what- 
ever that means—I do not “hate” 
scientists. What an astounding accusa- 
tion! That Mr Calder finds himself 
impelled to debate in these terms is 
an ominous indication of his general 
style of thinking. I happen to love 
Science—the adventure of science as 
part of the common culture of human- 
ity. My feelings about scientists, on 
the other hand, are mainly empirical. 
If I see them acting usefully and 
working genuinely to alleviate our 
miserable lot, I will applaud and 
cheer them on as loudly as Calder. 
Conversely, if I see them acting irres- 
ponsibly, betraying the common cul- 
ture and in pawn to managers and 
politicians, producing end-works that 
complicate and clutter the environ- 
ment and threaten eventually—nay, 
imminently—to devastate the planet 
and destroy mankind altogether—and 
unfortunately we do not see much 
otherwise these days—then I will 
criticise as strongly as I am able. I 
hope that’s clear. 


(2) It really is too bad when Mr 
Calder talks about blaming the 
scientists “forthe decisions of the 
politicians ”. Certainly we are all well- 
aware that there are powerful vested 
interests in business and_ politics 
throughout the world, on both sides 
of the Iron & Bamboo Curtains, that 
want to apply—that are applying— 
the fruits of scientific research to in- 
dustrial arts, communications, plan- 
ning, weaponry, penology, pedagogy, 
housing, medicine, and so forth in the 
most disastrous ways. All I was trying 
to argue was that, precisely because 
of these sorts of pressures that are 
now being applied increasingly from 
all directions, scientists should there- 
fore try all the harder to select and 
control the technical applications of 
their work. (The extent to which they 
are not much bothered about doing 
this can be gauged from the com- 
ments of biologists in Taylor’s new 
book The _ Biological Time-Bomb.) 
They should begin to think—much 
more seriously than they appear to at 
present—about what kind of power 
they have, about what and whom they 
are cooperating with, and they also 
need to try to understand themselves 
and their tradition more deeply. 


In other words, they need—for their 
own sakes as well as ours—to start 
coming on like morally responsible 
banded together 


ethical solidarity (cf. Society for 
Social Responsibility in Science—an 
admirable example but woefully in- 
adequate and fighting an uphill 
battle). And the central point of my 
article—the point that Calder is at 
such great pains to avoid confronting 
—was that in the final analysis there 
is no higher authority to which the 
professional authority of scientists 
can be delegated. Their authority can- 
not be delegated to the political 
machine, the university, the corpora- 
tion, or even the electorate. It is only 
the scientists themselves—in constant 
touch with their own raw materials, 
methods, daily practice, judgment of 
peers, professional traditions, and 
common ethical norms—who can 
initiate and decide on the matters 
they are engaged in. Which means in 
turn that there is “ an objective social 
truth to be discovered ”. If Mr Calder 
will not concede this, then I suggest 
that he reread his philosophy books— 
starting, let us say, with Aristotle’s 
Ethics, or even The Sermon On The 
Mount, and ending, say, with Aldous 
Huxley’s Literature and Science. 


To sum up, the problem is simply 
that the great majority of scientists 
ought to start initiating and deciding 
a damn sight more responsibly than 
they do right now—because, as Cal- 
der rightly says, there isn’t much 
time. Mr Calder considers such an 
attitude to be “inhumane”. Why? It 
is just common-sense laced with a 
strong dose of old-fashioned spunk. 


Middle Class 


Radicalism 


FRANK PARKIN studies the social 
and attitudinal characteristics of the 
supporters of the most important 
middle class movement to emerge in 
Britain in the post-war period—the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 
He discusses the emergence of the 
movement, the two main theories 
explaining radicalism among the 
young, the ideological differences 
among CND supporters and the 
sources of recruitment to mass 
movements. The book also adds 
much to general theory and to the 
study, for example, of youth and 
alienation. It makes an important 
contribution to political sociology 
and should be of great interest to a 
very wide audience. 
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Terms: 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Rd, London, N.1 by first post Monday. Box 
No, replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


6d per word, min. 4s. Discounts for 


Personal 


ADJOURNED AGM Albanian Society. April 28, 
1968, Conway Hall. 2 pm. Chairman Nan Berger. 


BUDE CORNWALL. Trelana Vegetarian Hotel. 
Poughill. Home grown vegetables. Brochure 
from: Seven Rays Healing Centre. Bude 2759. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fetherlite 
14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. Real 
Skins three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


FOUND in Grosvenor Square (nr Nth Audley 
St) on March 17, a pair of mens wire-framed 
spectacles dropped by demonstrator as being 
arrested, Contact Box no 835. 


PEACE LOVING painter and decorator requires 
work, reasonable rates, free estimates, ten 
percent of all profits donated to Peace News. 
Michael Shields, 152 Fortess Road, Tufnell 
Park, NW5, 


VISITORS WELCOME at Peace News and Hous- 
Mahs. 9.30 to 6 Monday to Friday (and Hous- 
Mans all day Saturday). 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, London NI. 


Diary 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 

Select from notices sent in. To make the service 

as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 

1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
Post Monday (Friday preferred). 

2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
Irature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified or 

displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 

your advertised meeting: Sale or Return, From 

Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


26 April, Friday 


BROMLEY, KENT. 7.45 pm. 14 Great Elms Road, 
Discussion meeting ‘‘ The Ethics of Responsi- 
bility and the Permissive Society ’’, Speaker: 
Gillian Hawtin BA, FSA. 


LONDON WCI, 7.30 pm. Botany Theatre, Uni- 
versity College, Gower Street. Edgar Snow 
China Film Premiere ‘‘ One Fourth of Human- 
ity ’’. A documentary covering his early and 
recent visits to China. Society for Anglo- 
Chinese Understanding. 


WOULD YOU like to help us pack Peace News? 
Come along to the offices at 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, London N1 on Wednesday even- 
ings (5 to 8.30 pm) or all day Thursday. 


Publications 

CONTACT, a South African liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apar- 
theid and colenialism. 6 months 8s 9d, 12 
months 17s, Box 1979, Cape Town, SA. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 per year pays for auto- 
matic regular despatches of latest peace pam- 
phlets, booklets, leaflets etc from many organi- 


sations, and Housmans_ literature lists. 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1. Start now! 
Accommodation vacant 
ROOM VACANT in mixed community from 


beginning of May. Girl preferred. £12 monthly. 
W2. Box no 839. 


SOUTI] WOODFORD five room flat available 
June fo family with children only, £5 weekly. 
Who are you? Box no 838. 


VACANCIES in creative community house. Own 
room or shared, lounge, kitchen, cellars for 
experimental workshop. £2 per week each, 
surplus for bills. People hung-up on drugs not 
wanted. Apply: David Stringer, 85 Camp Street, 
Salford 7, Lancs. Phone: 061-792 3788. 


Situations wanted 

DRAFT RESISTING American, M, 22, BA 
Sociology, Civil Rights and Peace experience, 
seeks useful employment in UK immediately. 
Box no 840, 

anes 


“White Hart”, 


SOUTHALL, 8 pm. Uxbridge 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). Folk, jazz, blues 
club. Freeman Syndicate. 

27 April, Saturday 

BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On _ sale 
Peace News and peace literature. Helpers 


welcomed. Chris Shellard. 


HARLOW. 2.30 pm. Broadwalk, Harlaw Town 
Centre. Open air meeting. Harlow Anarchists. 


LONDON SE13. 12 noon. Eros House, Brownhill 
Road, Lewisham. Demonstration, Elliott Auto- 
mation, makers of radar for US in Vietnam. 
Lewisham CND/VCND. Details phone 852 8879. 


28 April, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “ Salutation ’’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


2S April, Monday 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. Jack Cohen (Head of Educa- 
tion Dept CPGB) speaking on ‘' The British 
Road to Sacialism’’ followed by discussion. 
All welcome. PPU. 


SAVINGS SHARES 
(Income tax paid by the Society ) 


PURCHASING A HOME ? 
SEEKING A SOUND INVESTMENT ? 


Commence saving now and build up a 
deposit.42% interest on Investment Shares. 
Personal service is our guiding principle. 
Easy withdrawals. 
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D1. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


PLEASE SEND ME FULL DETAILS OF YOUR 
SAVING & INVESTMENT SHARE SCHEMES. 


MAIL TO:Dept.P, ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCY., 
200, FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, N.W.3 01-794 2331/2 
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For sale 


GIANT (30° X 40%) photo litho poster of Dr 
Martin Luther King, captioned with prophetic 
quotation from his last speech. A 10 percent 
royalty will be donated to the Campaign 
Against Racial Discrimination (CARD). Ob- 
tainable direct from JLTY & Co, 49 Kensington 
Park Rd, London W1ll. Send cheque/postai 
order. Price 9s each (7s éd plus 1s 6d. post and 
packing). 


POSTERS PRINTED by Housmans, quickly and 


cheaply. 50 size 20” X 15” for 69s post free. 
Quotations on request. Five day delivery 
service. 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, Lon- 
don Ni. 


SOLIDARITY PAMPHLET 28 ‘The Death of 
CND as performed by the Grosvenor Square 
Demonstrators under the direction of them- 
selves alone "'. A full analysis. Price 10d post 
free from: D. Russeil, 534 Westmoreland Road, 
Bromley, Kent. 


WHAT A RECORD! Harold Wilson and the Party 
songsters in their 1964 General Election theme 
song “' Let’s Go With Labour ''. Did they really 
promise these things? Get the record for 2s 6d 
(postage 6d) from Housmans, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni. 


Theatre 

UNITY EUS 8647 ‘‘ Say Uncle’ *' New play by 
Lester Cole about the American call-up for 
idee Perfs every Thu/Fri/Sat and Sun at 
-45 pm. 


LONDON Wil. 7 pm. Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. 
Notting Hill Anarchists. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane & David Graham. 


58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion & local 
activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


30 April, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH, KENT. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ Lord Bex- 
ley °’ (opp Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexley- 
heath Folk Centre. Bexley YCND. 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 


LONDON SW1. 7 pm. House of Commons, Com- 
mittee Room booked by Frank Allaun. ‘‘ Defence 
and the Economic Crisis. A Socialist Alterna- 
tive ’’. Speaker: James Dickens MP, chairman: 
Frank Allaun MP. LPF. 


LONDON WCl1, 7.15 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. Current Affairs and the 
PPU. London Area members meeting. PPU. 


1 May, Wednesday 


CAMBRIDGE. 8.30 pm. The Music School, 
Downing Place. Concert in aid of Medical Funds 
to North and South Vietnam. Works_ by: 
Brahms, Faure, Purcell and Telemann, Naomi 
Butterworth, cello; Pauline Brockless, Soprano; 
John Chapman, Clarinet; Christopher Hogwood, 
Harpsichord; Clare Shanks, Oboe; Sylvia 
Schulman, Pianoforte. Tickets 10s 6d from 
Cambridge Music Shop, All Saints Passage. 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian/peace action and 
discussion, 


NORTH SHIELDS. 6.30 pm. 7 Firbank Avenue. 
UN Youth group collecting bottles for Vietnam. 


2 May, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. ‘‘ The 
Freedom Folk "’ Folksong, ballads, blues and 
Poetry. 


LEYTONSTONE. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. Helen Mayer speaking on ‘‘ Social 
Acts for Peace ’’. E10 & E11 group PPU. 


TORQUAY. 7.30 pm. All Saints Parish Hall, 
Bampfylde Road, Torre. ‘‘ War, Peace and 
Lambeth "’. Chairman: The Bishop of Crediton, 
Speaker: The Rev Sidney Hinkes, 


3 May, Friday. 


LONDON WC2. 7.30 pm. Kingsway Hall, Kings- 
way. Dr Martin Luther King Memorial meeting. 
Speakers: Lord Brockway, Lord Soper, C. L. R. 
James, Stan Newens MP, Sir Learie Constantine. 
Adm 2s 6d. Information from MCF, 913-5 
Caledonian Road, Nl. 


LONDON WC1. oho Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square. *' Biafra Now " eyewitness report back. 
Britain-Biafri Association. 


4 May, Saturday 


MANCHESTER 13. 2.30 pm. AEU_ Offices, 120 
Rusholme_ Road. North West CND Annual 
veneral Meeting. Guest speaker: Mr Masashi 


5 May, Sunday 


MANCHESTER. 3 pm. Platt Fields, Wilmslow 
Road. Teach Out (in the open air). Continuation 
of the Easter discussions, The Future of Protest: 
Violence or Non-Violence? The first of a weekly 
series. North West CND. 


ORDER OF THE GREAT 
COMPANIONS 


Service 3.30 Sun 28 April 


Essex Church Hall, Palace Gdns 
Terrace, Notting Hill Gate. 


Geoffrey Webster: 
“Fundamentals of Buddhism ” 
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6d each * 5s dozen * 50 for £1 
STOP THE WAR IN VIETNAM * 
WARS WILL CEASE WHEN MEN 
REFUSE TO FIGHT * BLACK AND 
WHITE HANDSHAKE * SAVE STAN- 
STED * CIVIL LIBERTY * CALL UP, 
COUNT ME OUT * NEW TOWNS 
NOT NEW BOMBS * MAKE LOVE 
NOT WAR * AGAINST CONSCRIP- 
TION * PEACE NEWS WITH WAR 
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CND SYMBOL * POLARIS MUST GO 
* ANTI-APARTHEID * PAX VIET- 
NAM * INACTIVE TODAY—RADIO- 
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FOR WAR * REMEMBER HIRO- 
SHIMA 
1s each * 10s dozen * 50 for 35s 
VIETNAM LOTUS SYMBOL 
WAR IS GOOD BUSINESS... 
BAN THE BULLET * DOWN WITH 
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LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 
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Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 
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Identity 
parades 


from front page 


driver and by other evidence). In spite 
of much blood having been spilt, the 
forensic evidence was negative. This 
was outweighed on grounds of a single 
identification by a youth—first from 
a photograph, later at a parade. 
(Writing from the Home Office, Dick 
Taverne MP conceded that he’d have 
liked “to recommend special remis- 
sion” but could not override the 
jury.) 

DONALD McLEOD was convicted of 
robbery with violence with two other 
accused. This was after six witnesses 
had failed to identify him on an 
identification parade. A seventh did 
manage to pick him out, saying that 
his chin resembled that of one of the 
men on the robbery. At the time of 
the robbery he claimed to have been 
in a friend’s flat and this was corrob- 
orated by four witnesses, including a 
local councillor. Both other accused 
pleaded guilty, said McCleod was 
innocent, and gave the name of 
another man whom the police ad- 
mitted knowing. This case is still on 
appeal. 

As for the five cases where the real 
offender confessed, it is pointed out 
that ‘The identification evidence 
which turned out to be quite wrong 
was stronger than in the previous 
cases cited where the accused remain 
convicted.” The NCCL comments: 


“ Although the authorities and all 
criminal lawyers must know the 
grave uncertainties of identification 
parade cases, in court an identifica- 
tion is treated with overdue respect 
by judge and jury. Contrary evi- 
dence—forensic or alibi—is given 
much less weight. 


“The Court of Appeal does not 
operate the Criminal Appeal Act 
1966 on identity cases as intended 
by the Donovan Committee on the 
basis of whose report the Act was 
passed. The provisions of the Act 
as to a verdict being unsafe or un- 
satisfactory and as to admission of 
fresh evidence could and should be 
used more liberally to quash con- 
victions where there is serious 
doubt. 


“No person should ever be con- 
victed on identification evidence 
alone. Judges should be instructed 
to warn juries of the dangers of 
identification evidence. 


“The Home Office should publish 
the rules governing identification 
parades and see that they are kept. 
In general it seems that identifica- 
tion parades are fairly conducted 
by the police, but it is clear from 
the few cases considered here that 
the standard procedures are not 
always followed.” 


The NCCL ends its comments by 
urging that “Where a case of wrong 
identification, is clearly established, 
the accused should be entitled to 
compensation from the Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Board ”. 


Mayday 
Manifesto 
1968 


Two acquitted, one (West Indian) 
convicted after Easter Monday 


Two men charged with threatening 
behaviour on the Easter Monday anti- 
Springer demonstration outside the 
Daily Mirror building were acquitted 
on Monday in spite of evidence by 
two police constables. 


After evidence from PC William 
McIntyre that 19-year-old Martin 
Topping had pushed him in the 
chest and said ‘“ Fascist pigs”, both 
of which Topping denied, the magis- 
trate, Alderman George Graham QC, 
said: “TI am in a little doubt and for 
that reason I dismiss the charge.” 


James Malcolm Beatson, a 22-year-old 
printer, was also acquitted after PC 
Ian Paterson had said he had seen 
him wave his fist, crying “‘ Go on lads, 
let’s get a copper.” Again the magis- 
trate said he was in doubt and dis- 
missed the charge. All of which 
proves that sometimes magistrates do 
view police evidence with magisterial 
scepticism. 


But in the case of Cameron Worrell, 
who has been sentenced to two 
months in jail on a charge of assault- 
ing a police officer and another month 
(with an alternative fine of £15) for 
threatening behaviour, the scepticism 
seems to have gone the other way. 


Melina 
impassioned 


Kevin McGrath writes: Apart from 
Melina Mercouri, there seemed to be 
very little emotion about in Trafalgar 
Square for Sunday’s 6,000-strong rally 
to mark the “ Black Anniversary ” of 
the Greek generals’ seizure of power. 


In a speech of impassioned savagery 
Melina Mercouri packed enough emo- 
tional charge to power an Army (a 
guerrilla Army of course). Quoting 
“Mr Papadopoulos” (she rolled it 
out with a sort of disgusted relish) 
who described Greece as in need of 
being “strapped to the operating 
table”, she cried: 


‘““ What vital organs do you wish to 
reach, Mr Papadopoulos? The 
Greek heart?—because, if you want 
to tear from the Greek his love of 
freedom, that is where you would 
have to cut.” 


The fact that the march was allowed 
to go directly past the Greek Em- 
bassy, with both its flags flying just 
above our heads—not to mention the 
US Embassy almost next door—marks 
the difference in mood from recent 
demonstrations. 


A VSC contingent was there of 
course—at one point charging with 
linked arms 20 or so abreast along the 
road, with no-one having the least 
interest in stopping them. Later they 
mournfully struck up the Internation- 
ale in Hyde Park—‘‘as is becoming 
traditional at the end of our meet- 
ings”, explained Tariq Ali. But 
neither militants nor police were 
looking for trouble. 


et 


The charges arose from the March 17 
Grosvenor Square demonstration. 
Worrell is alleged to have urged 
other demonstrators to break a cor- 
don, to have struck the policeman 
who arrested him, and to have called 
him a Fascist bastard—all of which 
he denies. 


The fact that he is a West Indian, 
and that his main defence witness 
was also a West Indian, probably 
hurt his chances of having his story 
believed, he is sure. After being re- 
fused bail by the magistrate and also 
refused legal aid, he was allowed out 
on bail by a judge in chambers to 
await an appeal. 

In the meantime he is trying to find 
more people who saw him being 
arrested. “I was moving out of the 


Stop-It bombed, 
VSC stoned 


The offices of Stop-It Committee in 
Fleet Street were the target of a 
smoke-bomb attack on Monday at 
12.45 pm. It was thrown on a landing 
outside the office. 


Later an anonymous phone call (male 
with cockney accent) warned: ‘“‘ Next 
time it will be a real one if you don’t 
stop your activities.” 

A similar attack was made on the 
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign’s office 
on Wednesday last week, this time 
with threatening phone calls both 
before and after the bombing. Earlier 
a brick was thrown through the VSC 
window following the demonstration 
outside the Daily Mirror building on 
Easter Monday. 


Student Power 
at Leicester 


An important national conference on 
Student Power and University Demo- 
cratisation begins at Leicester Uni- 
versity tomorrow (Saturday April 
27) at 10 am and continues till 6 pm 
on Sunday evening. 


Topics to be covered include: The 
University—was it, can it, or will it 
ever be, a community? What lies 
behind the words student participa- 
tion, consultation, and government? 
Also the sub-culture of English Uni- 
versities, student revolt and conflict, 
and the politics of student radicalism. 
Speakers include: Alasdair Mac- 
Intyre, Roger Barnard, Anthony 
Barnett, Chris Harmon and David 
Adelstein of LSE, Ben Brewster of 
New Left Review. 

Students from York, Leicester, LSE, 
Manchester, Essex, and Aston in 
Birmingham will be there to speak 
on their local situations, and there 
will also be American and German 
students from Berkeley and West 
Berlin. Free accomodation will be 
rovided—bring your own sleeping 
ags. 


Launching Campaign © 
LONDON MEETING: ST PANCRAS TOWN HALL 


WEDNESDAY MAY 1 at 8pm 


To be opened by Raymond Williams and the Berlin SDS, and to include a special performance by 
Cartoon Archetypical Slogan Theatre 


MAY WEEK MEETINGS IN 


Birmingham, Brighton, Bristol, Canterbury, Cambridge, Cardiff, Coventry, Edinburgh, Hull, 
Leeds, Nottingham, Oxford, Preston and Southampton 


Details advertised locally or from 


Manifesto Office, 11 Fitzroy Square, London WI. Tel: 01-286 0416 


garden in the Square when I saw 
two policemen, one of them using his 
truncheon on a demonstrator, an 
Asian boy, he looked like a Vietnam- 
ese. I was trying to take down the 
number of the officer with the Asian 
and I said to a West Indian standing 
by that the demonstrators had no 
defence against this Fascist brutality. 
Then an officer grabbed me, an ordin- 
ary helmeted one—though the one 
who charged me later in West End 
Central station and gave evidence in 
court had a _ motor-cycle helmet. 
Other demonstrators called out to 
leave me alone and there was a 
scuffle. I didn’t punch him.” 


This happened in the road quite near 
the Roosevelt Statue. Werrell is 
especially anxious to trace a_ tall 
Englishman whom he noticed crying 
out “ Leave him alone” and who was 
probably leaning against a bollard at 
the time. “Tf he could get in touch 
with my _ lawyers—Birnberg, 989 
Borough High St, SE1—it would 
help ” (407 2395-7). 


Britain vs Biafra 


British troops are actively assisting 
the Nigerian Government in its war 
on Biafra, while the British Govern- 
ment is assisting by supplying arma- 
ments and helping the Nigerian 
regime to get them elsewhere. 


In a dispatch from Biafra in Tues- 
day’s Daily Express, Walter Parting- 
ton passes on the claim made by the 
Biafran Commissioner for Informa- 
tion: that arms being supplied by 
Britain include three warships and 
jet fighters. 


A British serving soldier, Lieutenant 
Colonel Hunter, with a British major 
as his second in command, led an un- 
succesful attempt to capture Port 
Harcourt, while 12 Royal Navy 
officers are helping blockade the port. 


A Russian Ilyushin killed 70 Biafrans 
—including women and_ children— 
when it bombed Aba on Monday. On 
Sunday 60 died in Owerri when 
Nlyushins and MIG-17s dropped bombs 
and rockets as people were coming 
out of church. Biafra claims that the 
British Government persuaded Russia 
to supply Nigeria with the planes. 


Polaris trials 


Britain’s first Polaris submarine fired 
its first trial torpedoes this week— 
in the Firth of Clyde where it is 
undergoing final trials before going 
fully operational in June. 


According to Monday’s Daily Express, 
owing to a technical fault the alarm 
warning that there is a leak is liable 
to go off at odd moments. So what are 
a few technical faults in a craft capa- 
ble of blowing up half Europe? 

“Tt would take six people all to go 
mad at once for there to be an acci- 
dent”, said Commander Kenneth 
Frewer. 
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